True or false? Beware of the wording of your controls
I always have this feeling when Im writtng the labels of my controls. There is always a time when I get stuck with it, with the wording of my controls. If you dont know what I mean, see the picture below:
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Consider the checkbox on the top: what does it says? Do you agree?

Now consider the checkbox on the bottom: Do you agree?

So, that´s the think that always stops me. It´s not an easy task, Shneiderman* himself said it. I think that the thing is with the meaning of the phrase: if it is affirmative, then it´s (usually) easier to check the right state (I do agree / I do not agree).

But this time my task is a bit trickier :0P

I have a checkbox which is supposed to enable/disable the edition of something (an engineering property). If this property does not apply to the material being edited, (lets say: this material is for internal use, so UV resistance doesnt apply)**, then it´s meaningless to set any value for it. Like the figure below shows:
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If friction does apply, then you can assign a value to it. But consider the optin s in this figure: what do they mean?
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What do I want the user to understand? "If this property DOES NOT APPLY, then DO NOT EDIT".

So, though it seemed odd to me at the first time, Im going to use the negative wording. I thought it was confusing because if the property is indeed applicable, the you would have to uncheck the control, which is equivalent to a double negative: "No does not apply, i.e it applies". But I also think that having the controls´ state to true is also important, so the user can read that it´s disabled because it doesnt apply. So, my libra is like:
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* If he said, then it must be true ;0) Read it, it´s a classic: Software Psychology: Human Factors in Computer and Information Systems;

** Please note that Im not a material engineer myself, so for sure this example sucks... If you have any better writte to me and I will replace it with credits :0)

